Y Tv } * — 5 - © 6 4; wy , 
\ _ \ . R * un Li Sy ol * F * 4 
F . * 1 9 1 WT. i; * n . * 0 —— 
4 Ae rom. i fd Local * » * * 8 4 4) mk + d 4 1 
L * — Cs : 7 ; * * <a > 4 
* 4 _ Fe i — * = hy - - 
. N = \ * 
* 4 0 - - 
=y S = 
= © - 
— 
1 ” * 
- 
= - 
* * 
- — 1 
- - 
« 4 — * - F 
* 
% 


r of the a wo oy 


LAWS 


ABOUT THE | 


Ro ught of cab Wu on 


—_ * 
a % 


PATRONAGES: 


5 © o be offered againſt an AC T (in caſe it be) 
8 preſented for Alteration thereof: 


* 


By A MEMBER Of 


PA RLIAME N T.: 
In A Letter to his Friend in the Country, 


- 
A 4 \ 
* 
. a 


EDINBURG H, 
Trinted in the Year 1703. 


_ 


* 


- 


* 5 n f * 
7, : 
- 
7 » 
F » 8 - . 
* = 9 2s =. 4s” . ”" £4 
4 - F 0 i# 44'S c # $f © 
* . * 
4 . 


— 
m en oft d ee em 
Y 'S : ? * - 70 ". - 
+ * * 1114 


: - 
— 


SIR, 


N Anſwer to your deſire of knowing theCertainty of theSarmiſe which you 
hear in the Country ; that there isa pre to be made in Parliament, 
for Refloring to Patrons their Right of Preſenting Afmiſter; : 1 do not think 

that there is any (vcb Deſign ; or that it would have Succef, However the 
talk of it, and your Letter about it z have ſet my rhowghes, on the follow- 
ing Reaſons that I intend to offer againſt it ; iſ Opportunity Occur ; which 
I have ſent to you, whole Judgement I ſo much value; ſor having, in re- 
turn, your Correction or Improvement thereof. de . 

« The Law which I defend, Imports; Tha, tho the Right of - Preſents 
ien by Patrons be Annulled, and the Right of Nameing the Perſon'to the 
« Congregation, is, in «ll time coming, ſtated in the Hereters and Elder; of 
the Paroch ; upon a Narrative that this Power of Patrons had been greatly 


© abuſed, and would be inconvement to be continued &. Yet, theſe Patrons 


retem their Right to the Vacant Stipends, for Pious Uſes within the Paroclv': 


And (beſide the other price mentioned in the Act 1690) get a. Right to the 


« whole Temds of the Pariſh, not Heretably Diſponed. C. But. as the Here 
6 tors and Others of the Pariſh are profited by fuck /mployment of the Vacant 
«Stipends (being ſo far. releived of what might fall on themfelves)' ſo they 
© have a Faculty of Buying their Teinds from the Patron at ſix Years Purchale, 


Ce. 1 8 
The Excellency of this Act, Reſtoring Churches in Pariſhes, to their 


eimal Rights; and regulating other Griewances, both as to Yu, Uſer and 
Temds: Does at the very frit view, without the neceſſity of curious inquia 
ries; become familiar to any reaſonable | Man, by theſe cm (mivduudes, 
That, are preſently obvuus to him. For is there any «thing more Congrus 
ous, than. that Rational Creatures ſhould have the liberty of Calling cher 
Phyfitian, with whom they*r (in ſome ſort) to truſt the Cure of ther - Souls 
wer of choiſing, (in a. manner) the Hw:bend to whom they are to be 


the 
Wed The Faculty of Naming that Doctor n Laws whom they Il adviſe, 


nin matters of the Jeff impori; tl e 


Fr * 


— 


who (they think) will be the moſt genume prolocutor of their Praiſes and 
Pr.yers ; as if they were thewr Own: In a word , the power of choiſe- 
ing tor themſelves „ where a man can err bus once; about intereſts whoſe 
n management may have Effet for ever more &c. But further, This 
noble Law transfers a moſt valueable peice of Civi/ Right and property 
of a moſt precious legal Priviledge and Liberty: On Heretors and. others, 
in all Pariſhes in Scotlan g. | e 
Namely, the Crown , on very reaſonable Aomves, gives all its Rights 
of Preſentation , to the Heretors and others mentioned in the Act. And 
ithe ('Pailiament{:by their fuperemigent/ Power, per md RuHe] abo- 
liſhes the abuſive: and abaſed Claim of gubje d. rn; and” Mates it 
Whkre it ought to be g. and was at the! beginning z; by a Detlerator y-Sratu- 
nu L: | Of which theſe Patrons cannot complaine, not only in regard 
cha ttbeit Tus. mere all ſourdedz But like ways, becauſe all their truely profitable 


ereſi f zu that they can on in common hòneſty, are ſaved , and more 


than an Equidlebr given for the mj: jus praſentandi. | Beſides the other 
Collateral Advantages of all the Pariſhes, and conſequently of alh the other 
Subjects in Scotland '; who, truely, are in the other Scale of the Balance, 
over agaiuſt Patrons, in the preſent Caſc . | 4 | 
1> My, mathod therefor, in Defending, and Redargueing what may be ad- 
duced in the contrary hereof. 4 {hall to ſhow, in the firft place , that, 
I whatever Ney Patrons Right of preſentation is Originally founded, Yet 1 
the Power ef Calle Minilicrs thus eſtabliſhed with us, is Now an Indefeazibie 
Civil Reb, which we can no more give wp, than the Charters and Scaſ- 
ines of the other Leidges who remain at home In the Nexs-Place, and 
ears That the Claime of Preſentation by Patrons is Unlawful in u 
ſelf,, pm Serypture; Reaſons and Aritquiy And, conſequently, ſuch 2 
Ser vanelt on the Church as ought never to be reſtored. lu the Tbid plate, 
That, ſuppoſe ( for arguments ſake) that it were only a Aaner Indifferent 
or at leaſt Dube, being conſidered in the AbSraf ; Yet the Re-cltablith- 
ment thereof wick TS, will have ſo many miſcheivous, yea ruinous, 
Conſequences and Scandalt ; that no good man of this houſe, can, in conſers 
ance , vgte to it. In the fourth. place, I thall give a ſhort Anſwer to the 
moſt Material Obections, that may be made, againſt what is thus advanced. 
Particularly, That it is groundleſs to 1 » That this was Such 4 Crudl 
Rubi; as could not juſtly be taken off in way of Legiſlation, | Y 
Before entering further on tbis Subject, that 1 may not be miſunder- 
fond, Or tbe Grounde, M hich i adduce, be mifapplyed: ] wuſt entreat 
the Patience of luch, as may upon ane Unrye Thought, or by Pre- 
jadiee, fancic, that my Arguments Agamft my ewn power of giving 


oP 


„% — — — — 


reſentatien of Patrens ;, to keep back their Concluſion , till they hear me cut. 
And, then, I am contident, they'll be convinced of the Dyperity' of the 
Caſes; The ſame: way, as, tho, our Predeceffors could retrench Property in 
the matter of Temds, Erection of Chnch Lands cc. The old. Laws con- 
_ceruing . Cruves, Zaws,. Forcing, Hunting Cc. The later Acts 1661. be- 
1 Creditor: And 1681. about Publick Debts &. Yet 
this could never be turned for legittimating our refloring theſe thmg1y, no more 
than to inter a oer of ſurrendering the ¶ abſolutely )] provace rties of 
our Conſlituents; the changing a Monarchy to Ariſtoc racy 3 
cy, or the abolihing of Parliaments themſelves in time coming Cc. Which 
(hall be more fully explained in the ſequel of my Diſceurſe. = 
As to the firft of theſe Heads propoſed [which I dilcuſs before the reſt 
becauſe its a great Specialuy; peculiar. to this Nation: And, thereby, in 
ſame meaſure, ſuperceeds greneral ſpeculations, that may touch the caſe of 
of others] The Patronapes in Scotland did belong, at the time of the Act 
1690, either to the Cromn, or to Subjccti. And theſe two may have ſepa- 
rate views. | | | "14; 
5 As to Patronages pertammp to the Crown: | 
The Right of Preſenrarion, being a part thereof; Is, for ever, conveyed 
to the Heretors and Others of each Parifh ; and thereby Incorporat with 
their other Free- hold and Property; by the Act 1690; Alle effectually as if 
particular Cha: ters under the Great Seal had been Expede in fayours of 
them, aud their Succeſſors in each Pariſh, mn . Which, would 
give an irrevocable 7 Oue/tum to the Receivers, even tho this Right 
were Annexed Property (being done in Parliament ſer ſeen Cauſes) much 
more, when it was not ſo Annexcd. | | 0440 
That ſuch Rights once Communicate by the Crown to the Subjects in 
Parliament (which is done by way of Act, becauſe of its Univerſality, and 
not upon account of its being leſs Firm, For it was never heard that the 
Multitude of Perſons concerned, makes the Right the Worſe) are Irretrive- 
able; is manifeſt: not only, from the nature of the thing; ſince the moſt 


Abſolute Princes are bound by their Deeds which Rate a Right of Exa- 


Qion or Retention in the Receivers; As the Almighty himſelf proſeſſes the 
Implement. of His Covenazs, and the Stability of what Hie Confers' by 
His Laws, to be a part of his Rygbteomſneſ: Bur likeways, from the Ana- 


| 1 . SN ; 
. Conſtituents Rights, can be i red againſt the Adts eMoliſhing the 


7 


logy of our Confiitution in caſcs parallel to this. Thus, it will not, 


readily, be ſaid: that the laſt Acts of Parliament confirming. the Temporal 
Ereflions of Kirk Lad, quarrelable on K, J. 6th. Minority or other- 
ways: Or the Acts of Parliament ſecuring the Rights of 7 exnds either to Li- 

| | e | i tulars 
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- © . #ulars or Heretoas: Or . ie hang Gifts of ile Regalia, confer- 
red on 'Companies' for: Trade or Manufacture: Or a part of the annexed 
| | Property granted to private Parties, upon Grounds once Suſtained in Par- * 
N hament: Or the Edict ol Nantes in France, or Pragmatick Santus in er- 
1 enen Or Maegne Charts in England' &. Can be altered fo far, as the 
=. | Cron is Denuded; by ſubſequent Acts, without the ſpecial conſent or 
Ctime of theſe having Intereſt by the Preceding. Yea, farther, I humbly | 
conceive ; that AA Tranſlamg Property not meerly private, but having re- 
| lation to Publick AdminiFirations, upon Publick Good; even from private Par. 
AH | ties not preſent in Parliament [as the Crown always is] to Others; Eſtabli- 
_ ſhes ſuch an Itreverſible Right, that it cannot be Overturned with a Breath; 
that happens to blow of courſe,. in any ſubſequent Sefſton, Thus, when by 
Illimited Infeftments in Cruive and Zaws, the upper Heretors on Rivers were 
prejudged: there is a Regulation as to Tyme and Manner: If a ſubſequent 
Act ſhould Reſcind this Reſtriction, it would make the Property of the Here- 
tors -Fiſhung above, uſcleſs: When by the Act 1661,, betwixt Debitor 
and Creditor, thoſe who had Hlonsurably Suffered for the Royal Family, ob- 
tained as a Relief of their Straits, the change of Wadſets = proper to 
iwproperz of Appryſings ran out, to being current; of Debts preſent! 
due, to a day and manner of Payment &c. If a ſimple vote touch 
* could aboliſh this, many Eſtates would change their Maſtcrs - Yea, when, 
| in the Parl. 168 1. Publick Debt ſo great and many; were Diſcharged by 
Statute ; if through a Daſh of a ſudden Law, this Diſcharge were Oblite- 
terat ; the Principal and Annualrents would ſo Recur that it had been 
better for theſe Noble Patriots, that they had never got ſuch a Priviledge, 
which did divert them from timely Tranſactions Cc. But this leads in 
upon the Second Caſe of the Act 1690; Namely, 
-- As to Patronages pertaining ſormerly to Subjects. | | 
| Before diſcuſſing whereof, the Preciſe State of the Point is to be more nar. 
rowly conſidered : By which it will appear that tho this (pretended) Right 
was juſtly taten off by an Lam, without Proceſs; yet it cannot be refered 
_ fo. For,  1mo- The Caſe is not of a private Property belonging to every 
individual Subject, for bimſelf; and that unexceptionably, or under ſuch 
' Defects as are not common, but peculiar to the Poſſeſſor, which being Fan. 
muſt commonly, be cognoſced on Citation. But the Caſe is, that the 7us 
_ prafentandiin Patronages is a kind of Publick right relating to others | Namely to 
all the Souls in the Paroches obnoxious thereunto, the Church Zudicaturs, and 
a great part of the Afiniſlers in the Nation) quarrchable on known Grounds 
of Right, and notour abuſes in Fact, hereafter expreſt: and as the Claim it 
ſelf is not intereſſe pecuniuriu m; SO it concerns 4 State of Perſons * 
* f ame 


—_ 


; \ ” 


fame obvious Circumſtances. 80 = the Regulation of this laſt fort. of 


Right, was a Matter of Government by the Legiſlative, which hath a De- 
min ſuperemmens (by the conception of all Lawyers particularly, Grorrus 
_ Puſfendor, Bodinus &c) whereby they may tranſlate Property from one Uſe 
er Subject to an other, for publick good: Eſpecially where it was 
doubttul or abuſed in irs former Owners: Some equivalent being al- 
lowed to thoſe who loſe Rights, ora ſhew of them, in that manner. And 
that without form of Judgement, where Teftu eff Senatus populnuſque Roma- 
aur: Whence it follows. 240. Thar the Act 1690. is juſt, being partly 
Declaratory, of the Patrons not having, or amitting, this particle of their 
Right, and its being truely the Churches; Partly Statutory, cafling and an- 
nulling the ſame 28 to them; upon its being Abuſed, and the publick Inter- 
eſt in the right uſe of it: And conſequently, tranflatory, cf the L pra ſentandi 
to the Heretors and others in Fariſnes; Or rather reviving, jure poſlimi- 
no, theirPrimogenial right, which had been kept dormant from Exerciſe, for 
ſo long a time, by Servicude, Uſurpation, and Violence. And therefore” 3 n. 
The Right of Heretors and others thus eſtabliſhed without Iniquity (whcre- 
of ics hoped the late Parliament will not be arraigned) cannat be taken away; 
Eſpecially when the Reaſons thereof obtain alſe much, if not more, in a de- 
Age; then ever: till it be owned, in the Inſtances before adduced, 
Gat Crus and Zairs may be reſtated in their boundleſs Extent 3 the per- 
fons who loſt by the Act 1661, Re-eſtabliſhed in the rigour of their Legal 
Advantages ; and the Creditors of publick Debts repeal ro their Rights of 
Exaction without Mercy &c. By a tranſient Act of Courſe, which {urpriſes 
the parties intereſted before the hundreth part of them know of the matter, 
for giving reaſons againſt it. 6 | | 45 
Upon the whole of this matter : I do not think that we can proceed to it; 
both in regard of the Nature and Precedent of it; And conſidering Her 
Majeſt ies R epeated promiſes (which we may look on as a fixed Right, 
it being one of Her greateſt Glories to be ſemper eadem) of maintaining the 
Church Government as by Law Eſtabliſhed; w „ undoubtedly, the 
Right of calling our Miniſters is à part; yea, in a manner, the very firſt 
ſep, the head of the Rivulet, the rm movens, the fine quo non, thereof: 
according whereunto, neither the Queen, His Grace my Lord Commiſſio- 
ner, nor my Lord High Chancellor, have cither ſpoke of, or hinted, the 
leaſt grue of this greivous Innovation. | | 
But that the g eſs of it may further — 


As to the Stcond Point propoled, namely that this Right of preſentation 
in Patronage, is wnldivſul in if ſelf: I have detained you fo long 
beyond my firſt deſign, upon upon the firſt head; that I EI 
«757? : : rt 
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mort ofthis, Eſpecially con 1g 11 is done wich much Perſyi | 
in Mr, Parks Book gan Patronager,. and: a late Print; which can be east, 
4 had. Yea, its the Senſe, generally, of woff Proteſtant Writers, both a 
. ; Home and Abroad; That the Negative laterells of Pattons, (hi an 
=_  - to be named but thoſe of their preſentation) and their Penne Rg, 
ing upon the Church for-a Paſtor, any who is ſo Externally qualified, that 
there can be no objection of his being Erroneous or Yuous, proven againſt him 
without reſpct (he having common-qualifications) of his :{pecial Aptitude 
and fi*neſs for the Charge of that particular place: is — 
with the Divine laſtitution, and the Grant mnde by Chtiſt the only Head dk 
the Church; who as he inthtute the Offices therein ; So he left the Gir of » 
calling their own Office: bearers, to Chtiſtian Societies themſelves; ; 'Tho% ð 1 
indeed, Alulta von relle finnt, que falta valent, whereby (in Caſes of Ne- 8 
ceſſity ., which is not under ordinery Rules, where another entry cannot be 
had) the ſubſequent Conſent, in the acquieſcence af the People, thoꝰ irtegu- 
larly elicite by this Legal Forte, in places and times where Pat ob- 
tain : Does legittimate, as having the Subſtantials of a Call: The will bi 
the Miniſter. and People concurring: the ſame way as the Jewiſh. High-Priefle 
| were owned by our Saviour, the impoſed by the Roman Emperours : and. 
_— we do not , reiterate Fepiſh Ordinatrens, rho erroneous almoſt to a Nullity. 
= But this is no Argument againſt keeping out Patrons. when they're Legally: 
Extruded: no more than its lawful to abſolve Children from taking their 


Parents advice in Marriage; tho the Marriage ſwmme pure, ſubſiſts wich- 


out that conſent. "Ar 337 | A 5 
Let to give ſome hint of a few of the Grounds of this Opinion. The 
looking out for, and having found; the nameing of; the Miniſter who is to 

Rule, is the very firſt Link of the Chain, and Porch, of Government, in our 

Lord's Houſe.. And ſeeing the Ambafſadeur is to Act in his conſtituent (our 

Mediators) Name, It muft be the very Nature of a Call to that Office 
that it be ot .G OD, and not of Men. conſidered ſimply as ſocbh ; but 
as having Divine Warrand and Commiſſion from the only King of 
the Church; And, for this end, the Church has had the Gift of dil- 
cerning of Spirits: And, accordingly, were called to make Elections by 
the Apoſtles themſelves: Of which priviledge the Church remained in 
poſſeſſion for many Hundreds: of Tears; ſo as there is no mentioa inAncient 
Councills, Canons, Fathers, or Hiſtorians, of thir kind Patronage, that 
was introduced thereafter under the darkneſs and ion of Antichriſt : 
But on the contrary, theſe Old Records ſet down the method in which 
Church it ſelf did Elect its Paſtors, Particularly its moſt noticeable that in 
chat valuable Piece of Antiquity, the Jois and Thredefan . Codexes 


. 


. 


| thereof, its manufeſt that even in the bees, this 7 on had not in · 
;  vaded; the Church, tho many others had, at that time, got Rot. 
he Ami pln beſides the Traits. of Scripture and Antiquitys that ii is 
naturally inherent in every Seciery 3 to choiſe their oy Ochice- hearers: 
Otherwayes, they would not be perſect, nor have power |rojexplicate their . 
own Subſiſtence and Functions. Whereas it muſt be acknowledged that the 
Church is the moſt Iraely Frea · Born Society on Earth: And its not conſiſtent 
with the H#iſedome, Lor, and faubfulneſi, of it's Bleſſed Founder, not to 
inſtru it with all neceſſary; powers chereanent, Which Friviledges of 
the Church have this ſpecialiry, that ſecures it from ſuch Encroachments as 
is Patronage; namely, that by it's conſent to Laws or Cuſtoms, it cannot 
ſurrender that Liberty, by which ita Saviour bach made if frre... 
For, as thisis not neceſſat toCivil Government it being ſufficient to ſerve 
the Ends thereof; that Fathers of Families did give up their Regel Power to 
the SupreamGovernour of the Civil Society to which they did enter: And their 
ſurrendering the Sacerdotal, [ Chtiſts Kingdom not being of this World] 
was not needful ta the Ruling of Men as Men: So, it is in no perſons po- - 
et to quit, ſo ſar as he hath it; this mo## perſonal: Right, cum nemo ſit Domi - 
ut au ſus; But every Man mult be perſwaded i bis n mand, and whatſo- 
ever is not of Fayb u Sin, and he mult fand and fall to his own Maber 3 withs 
out commuting theſe arg erh. to theres. 
From all which it is manifeſt thar the Parrons claim of - preſentation is 
not only an Vſurpation, being without Diviue [aſtitationyz to which, in the 
Church, nothing is to be added no more than to be diminiſhed: But likes 
wayes directly againſt it, as being incompatible with, and gubverſive af, the 
Divme Right of calling their own Migifters, competent to the Church both 
by Precept, Prowiſe, Example, and Poſſeſſiov , down to the times af abſolute 
Iepurity. For, with us, ix is obſervable, that moſt of all he Patronages 
to, and were the brood of Abhacies, priories, Nunneries; and other 
Superſtitions Prelacies. And therefore, Upon the whole, it cannot be ex- 
euſed ; at the leaſt not Letzittunate, by any plauſible pretexts adduced by che 
Cononiſts for palliating therebf. Fot, in the Ff places Evi it wot tobe 
done that Good may come of u: And therefore Uzab is fet as a Bracon for 
fimple Touching of the Art: tho he had ſome Relation tu it as being a Levit3 
and had the colour of a viſible neceſſity, againſt its falling. ln the next place, 
Symboliſing with Pppary in g ching conſefledly indifferent) tho their abuſing 
things neceſſer doss not deptiye us of che tight uſe o them) is not juſtifyr 
able; as appears Leut. 19, 37. By the prohibicion to tu the {rathres even 
of rounding the bender of ther Heads, ar marnng the Corners of tber Beards, 
after the Example ofthe Henan But in the Ihird place, The Right oi 
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the Third point to be conſidered,” © 


Cay 


preſentation et wir elf; and the Froitful e 
_— > 


manifold Evite," tothe Chiireh aud Nation, in their Foul. Bodies, Fa 
C ene we 


t- Trane Diett 
188 to the Nhe, | wh Rainens Conſequences and Sade lief. ht TH. of 
feritation in Patronagets "they are without Number, „ d ſo aboun s 
Jently into the thoughts of dy Man who has the leaſt Reflection; thatthe 
main difficulty herein is to range them ſo as to be breif. Yet 1 would have it 
underſtood; that this boncerus not ſeveral perſons of Honour and Inttgtiey- 


cho; tilt ne ways e theit Dependentsor Favourites rriake that ſecurity uſelefs, 


„Thus 1#46. | This part of Patronages was the foarce of geieral and 'conti- 
nued Simonirs : Which not only were crying fins ageinſt GOD, as to the in- 
traut and Patron: but likewayes were a Scandal toReligion it ſelf proſtituting 
it to be bought and ſold- 240. Even as to Temporal Intereſts; The Pa- 
tron did frequently bring a Curſe on bis Family, Fredi, or Affeirry by what 


8 he got in Money or Bonds: And the Mmiſter of à benetice, clipped to 


Meanneſſ, and giving Oblige ments to the boot; is often keeped ſounder water, 
that he remains poor, tempted to be Worldly, turn Hausband Man, Mer- 
chant; and ſrequently Oppreſlor, eſpecially of the Poor &. 310, What 
Spiritual Frais can be expected of a Preacher, who thus dedicats his firſt 


Fruits to the Devil? And does it not mar his own Confidence and ob- 


ruct his comfort, to have begun like Simon agar. 40. This Engine of 


Satan, is a kind of univerſal Embargo on the edifying of the Church: For 


the meaneſt of the tople (like Feroboams Prieſts) only deſcend to thele Sa- 
crilegious acqueſis: Whereas Men of Parts Birth or Integrity, diſdaining 
ſuch baſeneſs, are barred acceſs tothe Miniſtry, 57%. This is not the only 
lofs that the Church ſuſtains by that Diabolical Invention: For the Patron 
can, by Law, leave the People deſolat for half a Tear: And he, offering one 
within the 6 Months, tho never ſo inſufficient; can prorogat the Prelcrip- 
tion; and gain the Fruits: by drawing out the matter to a great leugth, 
«fer the ſame reiterated manner. Yea tho ſome might be aſhamed of fuch a 
practice Vet Gre, Its known how they have no Aprirude for this Of- 
fice . Since Souldiers, Mech anicks,, Women, ignoraiit or Wicked ſons, 
Men out of the Nation; and others uncapable to judge of the qualifications 


ol the perſon to be preſented; or the Condition of the Patiſh on whicli he is 


to be obtruded; e Fatrons: Tea ſome may be fo ſo Prophane, or ſo 
much in che Intereſis of r en as to inttude theſe propoſants 
whom, the Projector knows, inwardly tho it cannot be legally diſcovered 
ad extra) to be in time, an fit Inflrament of Hell'for ſubverſion of our Faith 
and Conſtitaon. And 7. This will bring bring the Minifry it ſelf, in 
ng © * N general 
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even in the Suu, to get ſo great a x 1 Tho we haye already Di- 


: 
* * 
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general, into contempt and being, led, _ with, thoſe who know, theſe Intri- 
es; or, ſtill ſuſpect in all, what is ordinary in molt: Our perverſe Natures 
ving the greateſt penchant and Byaſi to take up, the worſt preſumptions, 


eſpecially of thoſe they call Clergy ; which” Averfation will not be 2 little 
augmented by che L. Force (which creats untewardneſt) that'the” Patrons 
put on the Pariſhioners Inclinations. 8. It expoſes iran to Diſcourage- 


ment, being rejected for inſufficiency ; and Church Pudicatorier) to the odiuns' 
— ſeverity, even when they do their duty: and Patrons them- 
ſelyes, with their Minion expectants, to Diſcredit and R roach 3; When 


Scandalous, Ungentle-many, or mean, Meaſures ate furmiſed tho there 
cannot be Legal Proef thereof. Beſides which.” 9. Ihe Preitide' and 


other Relations both of Patron and latrant come commonly, to be involv- 


ed in the Guile, Puniſhment, or Diſqueet. For its known how third parties 
interpoſe, when the Eccleſiaſtick himſelf will not ſpeak: How" the ny 


becomes habituat to Corruption, by Gifts to Wives Children or 
about the Patron, Who, himſelf, Has not the Impudence to take babe 


How Friends if they obtain in their Solicitation; thisis not à du moto of 
moving in Sacred Things; or if they be rebuted, they are under diſguſt: 


How Chi 


ats paſſin from Le 
. pal 1 er 15 themſelves ate eixſnared from their Duty; 


lingueuce Per 
through lying Vor being Shye, for far f to 1 2 Grear- Patton, tho he 


be intruding a Knave or a Dun ſe Wc, 10. "If Poptry;” which dur Sins threut- 
en, come to be Re "A or ot in the Nation: Patronage is 


.  Sluce by wth, Pete P 


at 1eb£ff!" can be let in upon the Lord's 
Vineyard Boats to Frs the Fits thereof. 11. Whatever wight"have 
a 


been, If all Men of Senſe 140 nor bad 4 Taſte of the 'Bleffi Toy ot of 3 
from the Bondage of Patronages; yet, now, When we have h 


rience of that Happineſs; it cannot be expected but that the Reduction 2 


1 wane fore a Field of . Heart -burmag i, Fedlowfier, Debates betwixt the 
eople, and presbytries: 33 1 5 ps Tumult and the Expence, 
Trouble and Hazard, of proceſſes, Amt after the” *uttworthy Fa- 


vourite is rejeGed, there 8 comtmeflte x New Scene of inveiglements, - 


upon a New Propoſal: which Cobfuffdrs many 1 foment, for Ends not 
conſiſtent with the Welfare either of Church or Star. And, moſt certainly, 


2 Degenerat Age is the malt ny of any, to lay a Sthims,* by which, 


ear Meaſure and 'preceſs of ſome time, the Miniſtry, Winck ſhould 


an gf 
Reform the World, would Become of thePartons Kidbry,” 11. It cannot be 


imagined, if ſuch a Miſchief ſhbuld happen, but that there wilt be Strugles, 
viſions, 


are inv 15 to defraud the Law, by ſome Friend of the In- 
Claims againſt the Patron, zs à Clock of the De- 


*% 


; ſous in loperaboundance, For 13, kr notto be fuppoled; Thar ange 
Hlexetors of Sotland, and others concerned, will fit down torrent, uoder 


ſuch a Rapine made upon their Rights, whereof they Have been fo Ing poſe 


filled + And no, doubt, both Heretors and Purrows, would quartet their 
| Commillioners for acting V Vie. And, if any thing ar all. {as certain 
= "ſome things are; ſuppoſe a Parhament ſhould Renounce the Royal Family, 
= - turn us to a Democracy, Raiſe War againſt the Prince, ſurrender all "our 
Land ad remazentiem, ©) This would be Subjeft ro a ſubſequetr Parliament. 
14. Not only would ſuch an abominable Namn 42 draw down upon the 
Kiagdom, 1s ſuch, the Wrath of GOD. But likewayes any farticu ar Man 
that would wore thereunto, or Temperiſe there in; could not, as Accs ſſery to, 
- Eſcape the Cerſe o Heaven, on all the Abuſes before inentiontd, To which he 
Would ine tauſe, being Canſe. cauſa, by ſuch Management. Dae 


munyys Votes, to a thing; which be either dee ot seg be to Mom, is it in 
i ſelf, or t 0 produce; miſchief: Or if he, g ly by and nt oþ- 

„ Man Hud the others carrying it; he is cven then, an /nterpretarive Peer. 

13. 7 For wor te them by whom offences come [a] and tho the matter be wilifferear 

61 co: in xs ſelſs yer / m not cat fleſh while the world. Nandi Lt ir oecaſion 

:. {in in others. Since either of thele js. the bring parcaker with them, both in 

c £ob. ; their Sins and Plegwer... (c),, Thus, thay» 3-9 to them 1har' dete u. 

„ bereut decrees (d) And tlie tranſgre ion ef all the Feople was imputed to 

3 Jerabobam, who made Iſracl, 2 And. is not he who put's a v24p6n in a 

1. 1e Lunaticks Hands chargeable, the Suicide or Homicide committed with 
it: And if au Oæ mere mont to puſh. with bis horn "mn tame oft „ Which ben 

eHlif ed 16 bus aner be bath not keeped him in; The owner h pit 16 drath for 

-  e. Exod. the Man or Waman, killed, even by this bret (e) Which ſhews How fat 

1 29 (6, nple omuſſion does communicat Guilt ; whence God charges El with his Sons 

wickedneſs (which he had legal power to reffraww) and puniſhes him for it, ab 

f 19m Well as them: (f) Fax a Man ought not (Gale like) to hide hu eyet, bur 

de. ſet hes face aqamit; abemmationi; [e Other ways, then, truely holds, That 
Lern. be 3990 ig 208 agatnſi n, 17 for ub; and. que non prohibet, jube . 

2 % Eut having tempted yqur patience too much, with What is „/n in it ſelf; 

„I ſhall Abbradge the fourth Foint, een eee ee e | 


4 . pa , 


4 „ A to the Objettions which may 
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be made gan 8 Avant They all 
Divine Law 3 Or wien it is, extinguiſhed or transfe! red by tene Or 


77 


. Which are either not relevant, or net ue. 


. Caſuiſts, are very clear in this; When, a Member of any colegia Co 


reſolve either into pretence of ee which can never obrain againſt 


"9 ſome gallen remedies. [ which, being external opplicationf, will tit ver cure 
N the: Diſeaſe; that is in ward] Or an alledge2nce of Counter-intonverientrer'y. | 
| : > 4 4 + Ws: eas $3 ki; < FA, 12 


Thus, 2 


Thus, whereas it is pretended by 
was their Property by their Charters, deriving it from our King: Or a la- 


NE | 5 
the Patrons of Patronage's That it 


ful R-ſerwation- in the firſt dotations: which could uot be taken away. Eſpe- 


cially being confirmed by reiterated Laws and Preſcrſ ons, © c. 


It is Antwered | | 

1me. As this does not hold in the. Patronages ſlill remaining wich the 
'Crown ; Communicat to the Heretors and Others in Pariſhes, for all time 
-coming, as is more fully explamed above: So the Subject. Patrons, have 
loſt nothing of (but rather betrered) their true Property: They being only + 
inkubite the Nada jus preſentandi, which is not a proper Property, (but an 
invention of Imagination) being #=$20»n to all the Apes prereeding the 
outmoſt darkneſs of Popery, Beſides that, being at moſt a Paback Right, 
and Abuſed y It is juſtly transferred, for an equivalenc, to the Heretors 
and Others : upon the grounds before expreſt- CINE. " 
A Er ſeparatims, ſuch a Right or quality, concerning Spiritual); and 
being, not only not found in Scripture; but likeways directly inconſiſtent 


with the Churches Freedom Eſtabliſhed there; condino illitita haberur pro 
den adjefta;, maxime cum invitat ad deli quendum, & mpedit libertatem matri. 
mon Kc. Aud therefore irs fufficient, that the other Cin Rights of Pa- 


tronage, this jus projentards being ſtruck out, do remain: elte it would 
follow that the reddende*s and conditions in Charters, for faying' of Maſſer, 


tum Mercbens mulierum, Virtme ad purgandos renes &c. did ſubſiſt; upon the 
fame Arguments. r 


Zi. Poſſeſſion ſignifies nothing, nor old Laws de Poſſe ſatis: for che ref 
of Popery its {elf thus Eſtabliſhed 3 is much elder than *Parronage. And the 


truth 1s,” both are vetuflat erronis; which 'does not bind. But 


4%½ That which puts an end tu all heſitation on this head, is; that 
ins an undoubted principle both in Law and Government; not only in all 
Nations Abroad, but like wayes in our Confluution: That. ob bonum publi- 


cum, the Supream Power in a Nation can Exringuiſh or Tranſlite the Do- 


weinten eſpecially of a pubhck Right , whoſe Exercife relates to others, aud 
to Government within the Common Wealth. Thus; not only may Sub- 
urbs of a City, or Houſes of Pleaſure Cc. be thrown down, for its de- 
fence in rhe view of a Siege 3 and a man forced fo ſell has Honſe or Area 
for a publict building or Work: But likc ways there are Laws, neceſſita- 
ting the Heretors of Teinds, t ſel: in favours of the Heretors of Lands: 
Ne rifle the indefmite Rights of Charters, Cum LAutupatiombis, Fena- 
nombar C. Within narrower bounds. And even Empowering the King 
or qQu-en, to, remitt Property by /nlemnttres , when it is neceſſaty for 
Paufication, in the Borders or Highlands . Beſides the inſtances of the Par- 

liaments 


bj hiaments pareings by Lanuing, Property ; in Cruives, Zairs; The At 1661, 
And che Act 1681 about publict Debts ; befor expreſt. As, in the pre- 
ent Caſe, Patronage is not abrerate, but, upon the matter, only regalare; 

by the Act 1690, and ſubſequent Laws. r $i 1 

Whereas it is further alleadged, That, while on the one hand, the 
Abuſes oſ the Jus Praſentandi, it ſelf, may be prevented by the Law aſſert- 
ing it; Eſpecially den. Pariſhes and Presbytries may objeF againſt the 
, Patrons Nominee; on the other hand, there are many. Diſorders, like ways 
in the Efabliſhed method of Calls; by daily experience. Its Anſwered, 
.... 1m. As galliating Aedica ments leave the inward of the Sore untouched 
and uncured; and its impoſſible to waſh out the Leopards ; for, ill, 
by the fineneſs, of conttivances liert now deficiat jut, de ficiet probatio: Se, 

the making a thing tettaly ill, better; or the-hindering « greater publick Good, 
for a leſſer is no ground to Reſcind the Abolition of the Right of Preſen- 
ation in Parrons, and the ſtating of Calls in the Church, or rather reftormg 

the ſatmne to it. SORRY n «| 

Ace. A Method and Way /nfuutcd by God, may ſaſely and confidently be 

rehed en, for His Bleſſing and Directn againſt Diſorders; As being contriv- 

ed by Omniſcient Wiſdom, and Chrifts preſence promiſed in the Exerciſe ol it. 

And tho, the Corruptions of Men, by accident, may occaſion ſome Ir 
ities in the Execution: Tet that's ae Argument to lay aſide a Right or 
Duty morally neceſſary,or pofirively enjoined; That being ultra lege: ſapere, and 
to add to the teflimeny; and to ingyre a ſrort-fighted buman model, in place of 
a Divine Scheme. Which would, legittimate the Popes Supremacy, which 
bids ſo fair as a grand mean ef Peace, , Hence | A root Jo 
3040. There is à great difference betwixt the Defe#s in Patronage, and thoſe 

in Pepaler Eleltioxs. For in the firſt place, tho we. muſt not throw away weat 
becauſe ſome are Gluttens; Or 4rmk tho many be Debauched; Or any other 
mean that is nece{ſſ«ry by Nature or Precept, upon account of Forruitows Eſcapet: 
Yet that is a ground, if it Obiain generally or for the moſt part, to reject 
a matter Indifferent, Needleſs or Unwarrantable; ſuch as Patronage is. In 
the next place, There is a preſumption of le hazard by lodging this Power 
In the Church, than with Barrons: In regard that as the One has a fecial 
promiſe of Divine Conduct, which the Orher wants, ſo the Patron is ſingle; 
whereas the /alaties of particular Men are cerrected or counter ballanced by the 
Sils and Graces of many Others, in the Church. And in the third place, 
= I be Erxors of Eccleſiaſtical. Procedures, are owward, and conſequently e- 
mediabie by Superior Judicaturs: Whereas the Abuſes in Patrouage (whe. 
N ther of Simony, Fartiality, or Unaptneſs for that periew/s? place Cc.) Are 
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ether keeped in the Clouds, or depend upon the 4nward Conſcience, which ca -- 
net be proven by External Proof. But | ts 


: 7. As Patronage is no Balſom for remedying even External Debate; 
ſimnce ſuch will be frequent betwixt the Paton, People and Ecclejraflical pudi- 
ca- about Objection- againſt the Intrant 8 So it is felſe that 
there have been, in che la reſulr, ſuch Diſorders in Eccleſiaſtical proceed 
ings now Eſtabliſhed. For whatever miſcarriages Inferior Fudicatories have 
committed [for even Gods Children have their ſpots] yet Providence has 
ordered it ſo, that theſe have been corrected by the Superiour. Tea it may 
be ſaid and Defended with Truth, that during theſe many Years Experi- 
ment, the ¶Aſembiy or Commiſſien thereof, have ultimatly determined nothing 
chat is quarrelable by any perſon of diſeretion; not by«ſed, and knowing 
perfectly the whole Circumfitances of Fact. ; 
Sic 1 expe, with ſome Impatience, your Anſwer ; that, conform there: 
unto, I may help, or add to, what is premiſed. In the mean time, and ever, 
|  L am (what you. have made me) alſe much as any thing 
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